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APPENDIX VI 
 

Stakeholders Invited to Meet with Glatting Jackson 
 
 
FIRST ROUND OF STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS: SEPTEMBER 25, 2001 
 
Town of Ithaca 
 
Town Supervisor – Catherine Valentino   
Town Highway Superintendent – Fred Noteboom   
Director of Engineering – Daniel Walker   
Director of Planning – Jonathan Kanter   
Town Board Members: 
 Edward Conley   
 Carolyn Grigorov   
 David Klein   
 William Lesser   
 Tom Niederkorn   
 Mary Russell   
 
Tompkins County 
 
Interim Commissioner of Planning – Joan Jurkowich   
County Highway Manager – Peter Messmer   
County Legislator District 11 (Town of Ithaca, East, including Forest Home) – Michael Koplinka-Loehr   
Other Members of the Tompkins County Board of Representatives: 
 Dooley Kiefer   
 Peter Penniman   
Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council – Fernando de Aragon, Director   
 
Public Safety 
 
E911 Operations Committee – Lou Withiam, Chair   
Tompkins County Sheriff – Peter Meskill   
Cornell Police – William Boice, Director   
Cayuga Heights Fire Department – William Evans, Chief   
City of Ithaca Fire Dept – Brian Wilbur, Chief   
 
Cornell University 
 
Community Relations – John Gutenberger, Director   
Transportation Services – William Wendt, Director   
Bicycle Safety Specialist – Lois Chaplin   
Cornell Plantations – Donald Rakow, Director   
Cornell Plantations – Harold Martin, Grounds & Facilities Manager   
Cornell Golf Course – Matt Baughan, Head Pro   
Cornell Golf Course – Dave Hicks, Superintendent   
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Transportation Services 
 
Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) – Rod Ghearing, General Project Manager   
 
Other Interested Parties 
 
Planning Advocates: 
 ASAP – Stuart Berg   
 Citizens Planning Alliance – Joel Gagnon   
 Citizens Planning Alliance – Dan Hoffman, Esq.   
Historic Preservation: 
 Historic Ithaca – Scott Whitham, Director   
 Historic Ithaca – Steve Mount   
Persons with disabilities: 
 Finger Lakes Independence Center – John Ives   
 TCAT – Brenda Kuhn   
Runners: 
 High Noon Runners Club – George Hascup   
 High Noon Runners Club – John Saylor   
Forest Home Community (flier distributed) 
Other Neighborhood Associations: 
 Bryant Park Civic Association – Peggy Robinson   
 Cornell Heights Neighborhood Association – Catherine Penner   
 Cornell Heights Neighborhood Association – Eric and Alison Pritz   
 Hasbrouck Apartments Community Center – Philip McPheron, Director   
 Pine Tree Road Civic Association – Susan Schefter   
 Village of Cayuga Heights – Ron Anderson, Mayor   
Forest Home Alumni and Nonresident Owners: 
 Karen Baum   
 Jonathan Bishop   
 Kit Boynton   
 Urie and Liese Bronfenbrenner   
 Chris Bull   
 Sue Cotton   
 George and Elsie Dentes   
 Mr & Mrs George Hascup   
 Martha Hertel   
 John Hoffmann & Randi Beckmann   
 Barbara Little   
 Jo Ann and Randy Little   
 Rich and Carol Marin   
 Paul and Lou McIsaac   
 Edwin and MaryAnn Oyer   
 Wayne Stokes   
 Lois and Roger Westmont   
Special Guests: 
 Professor and Mrs. Hans Bethe  
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SECOND ROUND OF STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS: MARCH 8 - 9, 2005 
 
Town of Ithaca   
 
Town Supervisor – Catherine Valentino   
Town Planning Board Chair – Fred Wilcox   
Town Highway Superintendent – Fred Noteboom   
Director of Engineering – Daniel R. Walker   
Director of Planning – Jonathan Kanter   
Asst. Dir. of Planning – Susan Ritter   
Parks Maintenance Manager – Richard H. Schoch   
Town Public Works Committee: 
 Sandra Gittelman   
 Peter Stein   
Town Transportation Committee: 
 Will Burbank   
 George Conneman   
 William Lesser   
 Tom Niederkorn   
Other Town Board Members: 
 Herb Engman   
 Carolyn J. Grigorov   
Other Planning Board Members: 
 Eva Hoffmann   
 Rod Howe   
 
Tompkins County   
 
County Board Chair – Tim Joseph   
Commissioner of Planning – Edward C. Marx   
County Highway Manager – John Lampman   
County Facilities and Infrastructure Committee: 
 Peter Penniman, Chair   
 Dooley Kiefer   
 Nancy Schuler   
 Thomas Todd   
 Daniel M. Winch   
County Legislator District 11 (Town of Ithaca, East, including Forest Home) – Michael Koplinka-Loehr   
Other County Board Member: 
 Martha Robertson   
Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council – Fernando de Aragon, Director   
Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council Policy Committee: 
 Chair – Village of Lansing Mayor  Donald Hartill   
 Vice Chair – Town of Ithaca Supervisor  Catherine A. Valentino (invited with Town of Ithaca) 
 Village of Cayuga Heights – Ron Anderson   
 Village of Cayuga Heights Proxy – Brent Cross   
 Cornell University – John Gutenberger (invited with Cornell) 
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Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council Policy Committee:  (cont.) 
 City of Ithaca – Carolyn Peterson, Mayor   
 City of Ithaca – David Whitmore   
 Town of Ithaca Proxy – William Lesser  (invited with Town of Ithaca) 
 Town of Lansing – Stephen L. Farkas, Supervisor   
 Village of Lansing Proxy – Larry Fresinski, Deputy Mayor   
 TCAT Board Chair – William Wendt (invited with Cornell) 
 Tompkins County Legislature – Richard S. Booth   
 
Public Safety 
 
Tompkins County Dept of Emergency Response – Lee Shurtleff, Director   
Tompkins County Sheriff – Peter Meskill   
Cornell Police – Curtis S. Ostrander, Director   
Cayuga Heights Police – Kenneth Lansing, Chief   
Cayuga Heights Fire Dept – George Tamborelle, Chief   
City of Ithaca Fire Dept – Brian H. Wilbur, Chief  Central Fire Station   
 
Cornell University   
 
Community Relations – John C. Gutenberger, Director   
Transportation Services – William Wendt, Director   
Transportation Planner – Andrew Eastlick   
Local Roads Program – David Orr   
Bicycle Safety Specialist – Lois Chaplin   
Cornell Plantations – Donald A. Rakow, Director   
Cornell Plantations – Harold S. Martin, Grounds & Facilities Manager   
Cornell Golf Course – Matt Baughan, Head Pro   
Cornell Golf Course – Dave Hicks, Superintendent   
Water Filtration Plant – Henry Van Ness, Plant Manager   
 
Transportation Services 
 
Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) – Joseph J. Turcotte, General Manager   
Ithaca City School District Transportation Dept – David Bacharach, Director   
US Post Office – William Hynrko, Postmaster   
 
Other Interested Parties 
 
Planning Advocates: 
 ASAP – Stuart Berg   
 Citizens Planning Alliance – Joel Gagnon   
 Citizens Planning Alliance – Dan Hoffman, Esq.   
Historic Preservation: 
 Historic Ithaca – Scott Whitham, Director   
Persons with Disabilities: 
 Finger Lakes Independence Center – John Ives   
 TCAT – Brenda Kuhn   
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Runners: 
 High Noon Runners Club – George Hascup   
 High Noon Runners Club – John Saylor   
Forest Home Chapel: 
 Rev. Robert Johnson   
 Elizabeth Mount   
 William Tomek   
Forest Home Community (flier distributed) 
Other Neighborhood Associations: 
 Cornell Heights Neighborhood Association – Michael Decatur and Erica Fowler   
 Cornell Heights Neighborhood Association – Catherine Penner   
 Cornell Heights Neighborhood Association – Eric and Alison Pritz   
 Pine Tree Road Civic Association – Susan Schefter   
 Varna Community Association – Michael Richardson   
 Varna Community Association – Jim Skaley   
 Village of Cayuga Heights – Walter Lynn, Mayor   
Forest Home Alumni and Nonresident Owners: 
 Karen Baum   
 Kit Boynton   
 Tim and Elizabeth Cornell   
 John Foote & Kristen Rupert   
 Pete Forlano   
 Jo Ann & Randy Little   
 Paul and Lou McIsaac   
 Edwin and MaryAnn Oyer   
 Karel and Cindy Sedlacek   
 Stan Seltzer & Nancy Brcak   
 Amy Simrell   
 Wayne Stokes   
 Roger and Lois Westmont   
Other Interested Citizens: 
 David Klein   
 Peggy Walbridge   
Ithaca Journal – Roger DuPuis II   
Special Guests: 
 Professor and Mrs. Hans Bethe   
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APPENDIX VIII 
 

Detailed Traffic Calming Measures, By Specific Location 
 
 
This Appendix details the street-by-street application of this Traffic Calming Plan, specifying the 
recommendations for each street and intersection within the Forest Home community.  This listing is 
intended to serve as a guide for implementation, and should prove useful for envisioning the final 
streetscape design.  Detailed, annotated maps are being prepared in accordance with this Traffic 
Calming Plan, and will be submitted under separate cover.   
 
A distinctive streetscape design is specified for Forest Home, using a consistent design language to 
combine the traffic calming elements discussed in the main text.  Each community entrance consists of 
a speed table flanked by lamp posts mounted on low stone pedestals.  Within the hamlet, streets follow 
existing alignments and are paved 18 ft wide, banded by cobbled shoulders.  Cobbled shoulders are 
typically 18 in wide, including: at intersections, where a side path is adjacent to the road, or where 
significant amounts of water run in the shoulder.  Shoulder width is reduced to 12 in where space is at 
a premium.  Streets are generally uncurbed, with vertical (standard 10 degree batter) granite curbs used 
at entrances and intersections, and where necessary to direct the flow of surface runoff water, or to 
protect pedestrian side paths.  Side paths are typically 4 ft wide, located on one side of the road only, 
and usually adjacent to the shoulder or curb.  Curb cuts are understood to be included for all 
crosswalks and driveways.  Mid-block speed tables are included where necessary to control vehicle 
speeds, and trees are planted along the roadway throughout the hamlet.   
 
The description below follows Forest Home Drive from west to east.  The intersecting streets are then 
discussed in turn, with the descriptions beginning outside the community boundaries and proceeding 
inwards.   
 
Forest Home Drive / Plantations Road Intersection 
 
• Relocate curb along north side of intersection to form a more compact “Y” configuration for 

intersection, in place of existing “T” configuration.  Establish 25-foot curb radius on north and east 
corners to match that of southwest corner. 

 
• Change traffic control at intersection to all-way stop.  (This is appropriate for the new “Y” 

configuration of the intersection.) 
 
• Utilize space created by curb relocation on north side of intersection to improve width, alignment 

and buffering of existing walkway in this vicinity. 
 
• Install pedestrian crosswalk across west leg of intersection to replace existing unmarked mid-block 

crossing 150 ft west of this intersection. 
 
• Construct new 6 ft wide, 40 ft long walkway on west side of Plantations Road, connecting south end 

of new Forest Home Drive crosswalk to existing Cornell gravel walkway. 
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Forest Home Drive: Plantations Road to McIntyre Place 
 
• Realign short section of Forest Home Drive so as to align with the reconfigured Forest Home Drive / 

Plantations Road intersection.  On southeast side of road, adjust location of guiderail as necessary. 
 
• Establish a small, short-term parallel-parking area for Plantations visitors, to be located between 

Forest Home Drive and existing walkway, just outside bounds of Forest Home community.   
 
• Replace open ditch on southeast side of Forest Home Drive with grassed swale. 
 
• Construct gateway entrance feature, to be centered 75 ft northeast of existing “Forest Home” sign.  

Entrance feature consists of a speed table flanked by lamp posts on stone pillars.  Granite curbing  
(21 ft curb-to-curb) is used in vicinity of entrance feature to protect the stone pillars.  The insertion of 
18 in wide cobbled shoulders on each side of road reduces pavement width to 18 ft within bounds of 
Forest Home community. 

 
• Establish an attractive green buffer between Forest Home Drive and existing gravel walkway.  Buffer 

can incorporate a shallow grassed swale, draining into existing catch basin located across from 101 
Forest Home Drive. 

 
• Create roadway cross-slope so that road drains to northwest, away from soft shoulder at 101 Forest 

Home Drive.  This will blend in with existing superelevation to northeast. 
 
Forest Home Drive / McIntyre Place Intersection 
 
• Retain existing “T” configuration of intersection.  Install granite curbing with 25 ft curb radius at 

south and east corners of intersection.  No curbing is used on northwest side of intersection.  Cobbled 
shoulders, 18 in wide, are used throughout. 

 
• Replace existing asphalt drainage swale on northeast side of McIntyre Place with grassed swale.   
 
• Install pedestrian crosswalk across Forest Home Drive, northeast of intersection.  Northwest end of 

crosswalk connects through green buffer to existing gravel walkway along Forest Home Drive.  
Southeast end of crosswalk connects to McIntyre Place via a short gravel path.   

 
Forest Home Drive: McIntyre Place to Judd Falls Road 
 
• Retain existing alignment of Forest Home Drive, but upgrade to new community roadway design 

specifications (18 ft pavement with 18 in cobbled shoulder on each side). 
 
• Repair adjoining stone retaining walls as necessary. 
 
• Retain existing off-street gravel walkway.  Beautify bank below road as viewed from walkway. 
 
• Replace existing box-beam guiderail on northwest side of road with more attractive alternative.  

Have guiderail better follow curvature of road. 
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• Adjust position of existing catch basin inlets, as necessary, to locate them outside of travel lane. 
 
• In vicinity of the Byway, create cross-slope on Forest Home Drive so that surface drainage flows 

southeast into existing catch basins, rather than into the Byway. 
 
• Continue cobbled shoulder across end of the Byway, so as to emphasize the private nature of that 

road. 
 
• In front of 130 Forest Home Drive, replace existing concrete curb-and-gutter with granite curbing 

and cobbled shoulder, to match rest of community. 
 
Forest Home Drive / Judd Falls Road Intersection 
 
• Replace existing concrete curb-and-gutter with granite curbing and cobbled shoulder.  Relocate curb-

line along north side of intersection to form more of a “Y” configuration for the intersection, in place 
of existing “T” configuration.  Establish 25-foot curb radius on north and southwest corners to match 
that of southeast corner.   

 
• Relocate stop signs closer to intersection.  Relocate pedestrian crosswalk as necessary. 
 
• Resize catch basin inlet grates, and reposition within cobbled shoulder band.  
 
Forest Home Drive: Judd Falls Road to Pleasant Grove Road 
 
• Upgrade existing gravel side path along north side of Forest Home Drive. 
 
• Replace existing concrete curb-and-gutter with granite curbing and cobbled shoulder, to match rest 

of community. 
 
• On north side of Forest Home Drive, continue cobbled shoulder across end of the Byway, and onto 

the approach to Downstream Bridge. 
 
• On south side of Forest Home Drive, continue cobbled shoulder across asphalt driveway for 145 

Forest Home Drive.  Resize catch basin inlet grate, and reposition within cobbled shoulder band.  
 
• Cobbled shoulder on south side of road kinks after driveway, in order to delineate the vehicle 

stacking area for the bridge, then continues onto bridge approach.  A white “yield line” is painted 
across east-bound lane at kink in pavement edge, in order to further identify the front of stacking 
area.  (Stacking area is located so that lead driver can see intersection and stacking area on far end of 
bridge.) 

 
• Adjust position of guiderail on north side of road at bridge approach, so as to follow new edge of 

road. 
 
• Cobbled shoulders stop at bridge deck, then resume on far end.   
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• At eastern end of bridge, relocate guiderail on north side of road so as to allow creation of stacking 
area for vehicles waiting to cross.  Define front of stacking area with kink in shoulder and white 
painted “yield line” across west-bound lane.  (Stacking area is located so that lead driver can see 
stacking area on far end of bridge.) 

 
Forest Home Drive / Pleasant Grove Road Intersection 
 
• Relocate curb-line along northeast side of intersection to form more of a “Y” configuration for the 

intersection, in place of existing “T” configuration.  Create a more compact intersection by 
establishing a 25-foot curb radius on northeast and northwest corners, and a 75-foot radius on the 
south corner.  Utilize granite curbing on northeast and northwest corners.  Curbing may also be used 
on south corner, if it doesn’t interfere with surface drainage.  In any case, 18 in wide cobbled 
shoulders are used throughout.   

 
• Relocate stop signs closer to intersection, in order to reduce apparent size of intersection, and to 

improve visibility across bridge.  Relocate pedestrian crosswalk as necessary. 
 
• Connect east end of crosswalk to new side path along northeast side of Forest Home Drive (see 

below), and to Town of Ithaca’s Forest Home Walkway.  Connect west end of crosswalk to existing 
concrete walkway (leading to bridge), and to new side path along southwest side of Pleasant Grove 
Road (see further below).   

 
• Provide superelevation in intersection for vehicles exiting bridge and turning left up Pleasant Grove 

Road.  (This will allow these vehicles to make the turn without slowing unduly and then accelerating 
in order to regain lost speed.  Vehicles turning right on Forest Home Drive will cross the 
superelevated pavement, experiencing a slight speed hump effect, which will serve to moderate their 
speed, in spite of the large curve radius.  The intent is to have vehicles exiting the bridge flow 
through the intersection at 15 mph, regardless of which direction they are turning.) 

 
• Eliminate the section of guiderail on western corner of intersection which separates green space from 

road.  
 
• Relocate rail fence and gate in southern corner of intersection, so that fence follows new alignment 

of road.  (This will slightly increase the size of the park.)  Eliminate excess pavement in service area.  
Consider replacing remaining pavement with grass pavers.  Plant bushes to screen sewer tanks. 

 
Forest Home Drive: Pleasant Grove Road to Warren Road 
 
• Realign short section of Forest Home Drive in order to align with the reconfigured Forest Home 

Drive / Pleasant Grove Road intersection, and to create room for a path along northeast side of road. 
 
• Construct 4 ft wide gravel side path on northeast side of Forest Home Drive, in place of existing 

shoulder, informal walkway and concrete sidewalk that currently serve this segment of road.  Side 
path will be separated from road by a narrow buffer near the Forest Home Drive / Pleasant Grove 
Road intersection, becoming adjacent to the curb at front walk for 206 Forest Home Drive.  Side path 
will be located within the bounds of existing road and shoulder until driveway for 216 Forest Home 
Drive (utilizing the space made available by narrowing and shifting the road), at which point new 
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side path will align with existing walkway.  Parallel parking will be retained at 210 Forest Home 
Drive. 

 
• On northeast side of road, granite curb continues from Forest Home Drive / Pleasant Grove Road 

intersection to driveway for 208 Forest Home Drive.  Curb recommences after driveway for 214 
Forest Home Drive, and continues to intersection with Warren Road. 

 
• On southwest side of road, curb (if used) stops a short distance from Forest Home Drive / Pleasant 

Grove Road intersection.  Curb is also used between driveways for 215 and 217 Forest Home Drive, 
replacing existing asphalt curbing.  Granite curbing recommences in the vicinity of the Forest Home 
Drive / Warren Road intersection.  Retain existing parallel parking along rail fence beyond 217 
Forest Home Drive. 

 
• Cobbled shoulder on northeast side of road is full 18 in wide, while cobbled shoulder on southwest 

side of road may be either 12 or 18 in wide, depending on space constraints. 
 
• Northwest of driveway for 214 Forest Home Drive, retain existing roadway cross-slope so that road 

continues to drain to the southwest (into the park). 
 
• Between driveway for 214 Forest Home Drive and front walk for 220, provide roadway cross-slope 

so that road drains to the northeast.  Water then runs northwest along curb to catch basin in front of 
214 Forest Home Drive.  Resize and reposition catch basin inlet grate to be within cobbled shoulder 
band. 

 
• Catch basin in front of 206 Forest Home Drive may no longer be necessary.  If retained, then resize 

and reposition inlet grate to be within cobbled shoulder band. 
 
• If Forest Home Drive is rebuilt, consider accentuating existing undulating vertical alignment of road.  

This would involve raising the section of road between 206 and 208 Forest Home Drive (to create a 
natural-appearing rolling swell), and lowering the section of road in front of 214 Forest Home Drive 
(in the vicinity of the existing catch basin).  

 
Forest Home Drive / Warren Road Intersection 
 
• Relocate curb-line along southwest side of intersection to form more of a “Y” configuration for the 

intersection, in place of existing “T” configuration.  Establish 25-foot curb radius on southwest and 
eastern corners, to match existing 25 ft radius on northern corner.  Utilize granite curbing throughout, 
in addition to 18 in wide cobbled shoulders.   

 
• Relocate both stop signs on Forest Home Drive closer to intersection, in order to reduce apparent size 

of intersection. 
 
• Retain existing pedestrian crosswalk across Warren Road. 
 
• Resize catch basin inlet grates, and reposition within cobbled shoulder bands.  
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Forest Home Drive: Warren Road to Caldwell Road 
 
• Maintain current alignment of road, including sharp curve at 228 Forest Home Drive.   
 
• On northeast side of road, curb extends from intersection, stopping at beginning of parallel parking 

pull-off in front of Chapel.  Curb resumes at far end of Chapel parking area, and proceeds around 
corner, with curb cut for driveway at 228 Forest Home Drive.  Curb continues along 228 Forest 
Home Drive frontage, ending at existing box culvert inlet beyond barn.  Curb resumes at far side of 
driveway for 236 Forest Home Drive, and continues to bridge deck. 

 
• On southwest side of road, curbing for the Forest Home Drive / Warren Road intersection ends at 

parking lot for Forest Home Chapel. 
 
• Cobbled shoulder band on northeast side of road continues as 18 in wide from intersection to Chapel 

parallel parking area, where it transitions to 12 in wide.  Shoulder band remains 12 in wide around 
corner (due to space constraints), transitioning back to 18 in wide when room allows, before 
driveway for 228 Forest Home Drive.  Shoulder then remains 18 in wide until ending at bridge deck.  
(Alternatively, shoulder could remain 18 in wide full length, with pavement width reduced by 6 in at 
corner.) 

 
• On southwest side of road, cobbled shoulder continues as 18 in wide from intersection to Chapel 

parking lot, where it transitions to 12 in wide.  Shoulder band remains 12 in wide around corner (due 
to space constraints), becoming 18 in at kink at front of vehicle stacking area for upstream bridge.  
Shoulder then remains 18 in wide until ending at bridge deck.  (Alternatively, shoulder could remain 
18 in wide full length, with pavement width reduced by 6 in at corner.) 

 
• Replace existing W-section guiderail in front of 233 Forest Home Drive with more attractive 

alternative.   
 
• Resize existing catch basin inlet grate in front of 222 Forest Home Drive, and reposition within 

cobbled shoulder band.   
 
• On northeast side of road, fill in existing ditch beyond sharp curve.  Surface water runoff will be 

carried by shoulder, adjacent to curb.  Culvert under driveway for 228 Forest Home Drive can be 
eliminated.  Beyond barn, surface water runoff will be directed into existing box culvert inlet, either 
via a scupper in the curb, or via a catch basin inlet grate located within width of cobbled shoulder 
band. 

 
• Replace deteriorating concrete wall at sharp curve (228 Forest Home Drive) with stone wall in same 

location.  Protect base of wall with granite curb.  Cobbled shoulder also serves to provide a buffer 
between vehicular traffic and the wall, thereby protecting each from the other.   

 
• Beyond driveway for 228 Forest Home Drive, ramp dirt from back of curb to top of existing concrete 

retaining wall, creating a grassed slope.   
 
• Provide 4 ft wide side path in front of Parsonage and Chapel (222 Forest Home Drive), utilizing 

current alignment.  Leave enough room between road and side path to allow for parallel parking in 
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front of Chapel.  Side path then transitions to 3 ft wide and follows current dirt path to connect to 
existing concrete sidewalk at 228 Forest Home Drive.  At far end of concrete sidewalk, provide 3 ft 
wide side path which follows alignment of existing dirt path.  Side path transitions to 4 ft wide where 
it becomes adjacent to the shoulder at 236 Forest Home Drive. 

 
• At approach to bridge, remove existing box-beam guiderail on northeast side of road in order to 

create room for a side path.  Side path tapers from 3 ft wide at driveway for 236 Forest Home Drive, 
to the full width of wooden walkway on bridge.  Side path is protected by granite curb (and new 
guiderail, see below).  Note that this Plan preserves the existing stone retaining wall and does not 
disturb the adjoining flower garden.  (Note also that space is at a premium at this location, and 
extraordinary care will be required in laying out and constructing this section of roadway.) 

 
• On bridge approach, lower existing manhole cover to walkway grade.   
 
• Provide stacking area on approach to upstream bridge for traffic waiting to cross.  Delineate with 

white painted “yield line” and kink in the cobbled shoulder band at front of stacking area.  (Stacking 
area is located so that lead driver can see stacking area on far end of bridge.) 

 
• Replace existing inappropriate W-section guiderail on bridge with box-section bridge rail.  On 

northeast side of road, begin new guiderail 25 ft before bridge, separating the road from the side 
path.  On southwest side of road, begin guiderail at kink at front of stacking area. 

 
• Replace existing bridge walkway handrail with historically appropriate lattice-work handrail, such as 

on downstream bridge.  Utilize ornate cast handrail end posts, as at downstream bridge, if available.  
Begin lattice handrail at driveway for 236 Forest Home Drive, continuing along top of stone 
retaining wall and onto bridge.   

 
• Granite curbing on northeast side of road resumes at far end of bridge deck and continues to Forest 

Home Drive / Caldwell Road intersection.  Curb alignment incorporates a kink to designate stacking 
area for vehicles waiting to cross bridge.  Front of stacking area is further identified by a white 
painted “yield line.”  (Stacking area is located so that lead driver can see stacking area on far end of 
bridge.) 

 
• Guiderail on northeast side of road continues beyond bridge to the kink in curb line.   
 
• Cobbled shoulders 18 in wide resume at end of bridge deck, and continue to Forest Home Drive / 

Caldwell Road intersection.    
 
• On bridge approach, lower existing manhole cover to walkway grade, as called for at other end of 

bridge. 
 
• Continue 4 ft wide side path on northeast side of road to Forest Home Drive / Caldwell Road 

intersection.  Extend lattice handrail to utility pole, approximately 12 ft beyond end of bridge, 
replacing existing W-section guiderail.  Repair and relocate existing split rail fence to be adjacent to 
the side path, beginning at end of lattice handrail and extending to the Forest Home Drive / Caldwell 
Road intersection.   
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• On southwest side of road, remove unnecessary box-section guiderail along Plantations land, 
replacing with a short section of guiderail wrapping into park. 

 
• Repair stone retaining wall that supports northeast side of road at bridge approach adjacent to 300 

Forest Home Drive.   
 
Forest Home Drive / Caldwell Road Intersection 
 
• Reduce size of intersection by relocating the curb-line along southwest side of intersection so that it 

is farther away from the sewer tanks.  (This change in intersection geometry would also mean that 
vehicles exiting the upstream bridge and turning left on Forest Home Drive would no longer swing 
right before turning left.  This “fake right, turn left” motion can confuse drivers waiting at the 
Caldwell Road stop sign, who have sometimes proceeded into the intersection as soon as an 
oncoming vehicle begins to angle right, apparently aiming for Caldwell.  But then the vehicle turns 
left on Forest Home Drive, and a conflict occurs.) 

 
• Establish 25 ft curb radius on north and east corners of intersection.  On southwest side (near sewer 

tanks) establish a 100 ft curb radius.  Granite curbing is used throughout, with curb on southwest side 
stopping at the driveway for the Wildflower Garden parking lot. 

 
• Cobbled shoulders 18 in wide are used throughout intersection. 
 
• On north corner, installation of new catch basin may be appropriate, located within cobbled shoulder 

band.  Utilize existing subsurface drainage line, if adequate capacity exists.  Alternatively, surface 
runoff water could be directed northeast along Forest Home Drive to existing culvert entrance 
beyond driveway for 300 Forest Home Drive.   

 
• Provide superelevation in intersection for vehicles exiting bridge and turning left on Forest Home 

Drive.  (By “tipping up” the road surface on Forest Home Drive, drivers will be better able to see the 
lane that they are turning into, and should therefore be less likely to cut the corner, as they do now.  
This use of superelevation will also allow vehicles to make the turn without slowing unduly and then 
accelerating in order to regain lost speed.  Vehicles continuing straight onto Caldwell Road will cross 
the superelevated pavement, experiencing a slight speed hump effect, which will serve to moderate 
their speed, in spite of the large curve radius.  The intent is to have vehicles coming from the bridge 
flow through the intersection at 15 mph, regardless of which direction they are going.) 

 
• Remove long section of guiderail along Plantations land on southwest side of intersection, and 

replace with shorter section to protect the sewer tanks.  Plant low bushes to screen the view of the 
tanks and guiderail from the intersection. 

 
• Create 4 ft wide side path on northern corner of intersection, leading from upstream bridge, around 

the corner, and continuing northeast along Forest Home Drive.  Reposition existing wooden rail 
fence to be adjacent to side path, and extend fence eastward around corner of Forest Home Drive.  
Remove old wooden curbing from adjacent lawn at 300 Forest Home Drive. 

 
• Install pedestrian crosswalks across Caldwell Road and the northeast leg of Forest Home Drive.  

These crosswalks connect the Plantations Wildflower Garden with the Arboretum, and connect the 
new Forest Home side path system with the Cornell Plantations. 
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Forest Home Drive: Caldwell Road to Beyond Community Boundary 
 
• Shift Forest Home Drive slightly to the southeast, approximately to edge of existing roadway 

shoulder.   
 
• Provide 4 ft wide side path on northwest side of Forest Home Drive, generally within bounds of 

existing road and shoulder, utilizing space made available by shifting the road.  Northwest edge of 
side path is adjacent to existing flush brick pavers in front of 304 and 306 Forest Home Drive.  
Parallel parking is retained at 310, 312, 314, 332, 336, and 340 Forest Home Drive. 

 
• Cobbled shoulder on northwest side of road continues 18 in wide from intersection out to community 

gateway entrance feature.  Shoulder on southeast side transitions to 12 in wide after intersection, and 
remains 12 in wide to community entrance feature.  (Alternatively, shoulder could remain 18 in wide 
full length, with pavement width reduced by 6 in.) 

 
• On southeast side of road, granite curb stops after intersection.  On northwest side of road, curb 

extends to driveway for 300 Forest Home Drive.  Curb resumes at driveway for 320 Forest Home 
Drive, extending around curve to driveway for 326 Forest Home Drive, with curb cut for 324 Forest 
Home Drive.   

 
• Plant bushes at outside of curve at 324 Forest Home Drive (with homeowner’s permission) to define 

outside of curve and to reduce apparent length of straightaway.  
 
• Eliminate open ditch on southeast side of road, replacing with grassed swale. 
 
• If Forest Home Drive is rebuilt, consider creating a mildly undulating vertical alignment of road.  

This would involve introducing natural-appearing dips in the vicinity of 316 and 336 Forest Home 
Drive.   

  
• Provide speed table if necessary, to be located between 310 and 312 Forest Home Drive. 
 
• Create roadway cross-slope at 332 - 340 Forest Home Drive, so that road drains to the south, away 

from houses. 
 
• Construct gateway entrance feature, to be centered 70 ft west of existing “Forest Home” sign.  

Entrance feature consists of a speed table flanked by lamp posts on stone pillars.  Granite curbing  
(21 ft curb-to-curb) is used in vicinity of entrance feature to protect the stone pillars.  Cobbled 
shoulders 18 in wide are used on both sides of road at this approach to entrance feature.  

 
• Cobbled shoulders end at entrance feature.  Curb on south side of road ends shortly after entrance 

feature, while curb on north side of road continues to new pedestrian crosswalk where Plantations 
path meets Forest Home Drive (see below).    

 
• In vicinity of entrance feature, the side path deviates around stone pillar, creating a short buffer.  Path 

flares from 4 ft to 5 ft wide, becomes adjacent to curb, and continues to new pedestrian crosswalk 
(see below).  This section of side path adjacent to Fall Creek forms a 400 ft long “RiverWalk.” 
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• Retain superelevation in this area, so that road continues to drain to the south, away from new curb. 
 
• Remove existing box-section guiderail, and replace with more attractive alternative, situated between 

side path and Fall Creek.  Utilize rail design which does not block view of creek.  Alternatively, low 
stone wall could be constructed to match that along 100 block of Forest Home Drive in vicinity of 
western entrance to community.  (There are two main advantages that argue for locating the vehicle 
guiderail or wall beyond the side path.  One is that runners in the road can easily access the side path 
when a car approaches.  Another is that the absence of a barrier adjacent to the curb will make the 
stone pillars more visually prominent for drivers.) 

 
• Install pedestrian crosswalk where Plantations path currently ends at Forest Home Drive, thereby 

linking Forest Home’s side path system with Plantations’ network of paths and trails.   
 
• Provide mirror at north end of crosswalk, positioned so that pedestrians on south side of road are 

provided an unobstructed view of traffic approaching from the west.  (This ability to “see around the 
corner,” the reduced vehicle speeds, and the prominence of the crosswalk should all contribute to 
improved safety for pedestrians at this location.) 

 
• At crosswalk, curb and side path end.  Guiderail reverts to box-beam, adjacent to roadway.  Forest 

Home Drive continues to the east unaltered from its current form.  (If desired, the creek-side 
RiverWalk could be continued east to the Flat Rock parking area or beyond, as part of a future 
project.  However, implementation is beyond the scope of this Traffic Calming Plan.) 

 
Judd Falls Road: Plantations Road (Jug Handle) to McIntyre Place 
 
• Construct gateway entrance feature, to be centered 50 ft south of existing “Forest Home” sign.  

Entrance feature consists of a speed table flanked by lamp posts on stone pillars.  On east side of 
road, existing granite curbing is retained in current location.  On west side of road, granite curb is 
relocated to create appropriate 21 ft curb-to-curb width.  Cobbled shoulders 18 in wide begin at 
entrance. 

 
• Existing 5 ft wide walkway on west side of road is rerouted around stone pillar at the entrance 

feature, then rejoins road, adjacent to curb.   
 
• Existing pedestrian crosswalk at Plantations path is retained in current location.   
 
• Just beyond crosswalk and front stairs to Plantations Lewis Building (former Forest Home school), 

walkway on west side of road transitions to a 4 ft wide side path.  Side path continues adjacent to 
curb to the Judd Falls Road / McIntyre Place intersection. 

 
• Replace existing smooth concrete curb-and-gutter with cobbled shoulder and granite curbing to 

match rest of community.   
 
• Resize and reposition existing catch basin inlet grates to be within cobbled shoulder bands. 
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Judd Falls Road / McIntyre Place Intersection 
 
• Establish 15 ft curb radius on northwest and southwest corners of intersection.  Granite curbs and   

18 in wide cobbled shoulders are used throughout. 
 
• Resize and reposition existing catch basin inlet grates to be within cobbled shoulder bands. 
 
• Create pedestrian crosswalk across McIntyre Place.   
 
• Relocate utility pole on northwest corner so as to not obstruct visibility at intersection. 
 
Judd Falls Road: McIntyre Place to Forest Home Drive 
 
• Replace existing smooth concrete curb-and-gutter with cobbled shoulder and granite curbing to 

match rest of community.   
 
• On west side of road, 4 ft wide side path continues adjacent to curb to the Judd Falls Road / Forest 

Home Drive intersection. 
 
• Retain existing parallel parking at 112 and 116 Judd Falls Road. 
 
• Plant trees adjacent to side path at 118 Judd Falls Road, with homeowner’s permission. 
 
• Provide two speed tables if necessary, one to be located between 117 and 118 Judd Falls Road, and 

perhaps another just north of McIntyre Place. 
 
Judd Falls Road / Forest Home Drive Intersection 
 
• For description of intersection treatment, see “Forest Home Drive / Judd Falls Road Intersection” 

above. 
 
Pleasant Grove Road: Cradit Farm Drive to Forest Home Drive 
 
• From Pleasant Grove Road / Cradit Farm Drive intersection to top of hill, retain existing 28 ft 

pavement width, striped as 10 ft lanes and 4 ft shoulders. 
 
• At top of hill, shoulder on southwest side of road tapers to 2 ft wide, and excess pavement is 

eliminated.  Use adequate signage to alert bicyclists.    
 
• Construct asphalt walkway, 4 ft wide and 100 ft long, extending from existing Cornell asphalt 

walkway, to join southwest side of road at top of hill.   
 
• Establish 4 ft wide pedestrian walkway on southern edge of road.  Walkway is located on existing 

asphalt road pavement, and continues down hill to community gateway entrance.   
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• Position new guiderail between new walkway and vehicular traffic.  Allow 2 ft offset between 
guiderail and adjacent travel lane.  Guiderail begins at curve at top of hill and continues down hill to 
community gateway entrance. 

 
• Remove existing W-section guiderail along edge of pavement, from top of hill to community 

gateway entrance.  Replace with pedestrian hand rail in same location, situated between new 
walkway and wooded slope to Fall Creek. 

 
• Retain 4 ft wide shoulder on north side of road, between Pleasant Grove Road / Cradit Farm Drive 

intersection and community entrance feature, for use by bicyclists climbing hill.   
 
• From top of hill to community entrance feature, existing 31 ft pavement width is retained, but 

reallocated in accordance with above plan: 4 ft wide walkway, 1 ft for guiderail, 2 ft wide guiderail 
offset, two 10 ft wide travel lanes, plus 4 ft wide bicycle climbing shoulder.  Use of a rumble strip in 
the guiderail offset is suggested. 

 
• Extend superelevation all the way through upper curve.  Superelevation currently ends before end of 

curve, and a few vehicles have evidently contacted guiderail during slippery winter driving 
conditions. 

 
• Adjust existing catch basin on northeast side of road to be flush with shoulder, and replace grate with 

bicycle-friendly design. 
 
• Just uphill of the gateway entrance feature, 4 ft wide climbing shoulder begins for bicycles leaving 

community.  (Bicyclists traveling up hill will ride in travel lane within Forest Home, but can use 
climbing shoulder once outside of community boundary, which is before steepest part of hill.)   

 
• Construct gateway entrance feature, to be centered 28 ft southeast of existing “Forest Home” sign.  

Entrance feature consists of a speed table flanked by lamp posts on stone pillars.  Granite curbing  
(21 ft curb-to-curb) is used to protect the stone pillars.  Cobbled shoulders 18 in wide begin at 
entrance and continue to the Pleasant Grove Road / Forest Home Drive intersection, establishing a 
pavement width of 18 ft within Forest Home community. 

 
• On northeast side of road, curb ends shortly after entrance feature.  Curb then resumes at far edge of 

driveway, and stops past barn for 200 Forest Home Drive. 
 
• On southwest side of road, curb continues to Pleasant Grove Road / Forest Home Drive intersection.  

Short section of curb across from barn has beveled edge to facilitate egress from driveway for 200 
Forest Home Drive.   

 
• Consider reconfiguring driveway for 200 Forest Home Drive, with homeowner permission, so as to 

retain current level of access. 
 
• Resolve existing problem of water being discharged onto road, by rerouting barn footing drain to 

feed into existing round catch basin northwest of the barn. 
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• At entrance feature, guiderail between walkway and travel lane ends.  Walkway deviates around 
stone pillar, then rejoins road adjacent to curb as side path.  Downhill from entrance feature, existing 
W-section guiderail is either augmented with pedestrian rail, or replaced with new combination 
vehicle / pedestrian rail in current location.  Rail ends before Pleasant Grove Road / Forest Home 
Drive intersection, but beyond Hasbrouck Stone Bench. 

 
• At intersection, side path swings away from curb to join existing concrete walkway leading to 

downstream bridge.   
 
• On southwest side of road, installation of new catch basin may be appropriate, located above 

pedestrian crosswalk for the Pleasant Grove Road / Forest Home Drive intersection.  Inlet grate 
should be positioned within cobbled shoulder band, and can be tied in to existing subsurface drainage 
line, if adequate capacity exists.   

 
Pleasant Grove Road / Forest Home Drive Intersection 
 
• For description of intersection treatment, see “Forest Home Drive / Pleasant Grove Road 

Intersection” above. 
 
Warren Road: Golf Course Cart Crossing to Fairway Drive 
 
• Retain existing mid-block Golf Course cart crossing for use as pedestrian crosswalk. 
 
• Create 5 ft wide path extending from east end of crosswalk south to Golf Course driveway.  Path is 

located on Golf Course land, with permission, and is separated from east side of road by green 
buffer.  Alternatively, path could be adjacent to east side of road, in location of existing gravel 
shoulder, separated from pavement by curb or textured shoulder band.  

 
• Beginning at Golf Course driveway, create 5 ft wide path extending south past community entrance 

feature.  Path is located between ditch and driving range on Golf Course land, with permission, and 
is separated from east side of road by green buffer.   

 
• Construct gateway entrance feature, to be centered 10 ft north of existing “Forest Home” sign.  

Entrance feature consists of a speed table flanked by lamp posts on stone pillars.  Granite curbing  
(21 ft curb-to-curb) is used in vicinity of entrance feature to protect the stone pillars.  Water drainage 
from uphill end of speed table can be handled by scuppers through curb.  The insertion of 18 in wide 
cobbled shoulders on each side of road reduces pavement width to 18 ft within bounds of Forest 
Home community. 

 
• South of entrance feature, curbs end, and path crosses ditch to join road as 4 ft wide side path.  Side 

path continues along road, adjacent to cobbled shoulder. 
 
• On west side of road, replace intermittent ditch with intermittent grassed swale.  On east side of road, 

existing ditch is retained.   
 
• If Warren Road is rebuilt, consider re-establishing road’s original undulating vertical alignment, to 

more closely match that of adjacent golf course.   
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Warren Road / Fairway Drive Intersection 
 
• Retain existing “T” configuration of intersection.  Install granite curbing with 25 ft curb radius at 

northeast and southeast corners of intersection.  No curbing is used on western side of intersection.  
Cobbled shoulders, 18 in wide, are used throughout. 

 
• Establish pedestrian crosswalk across Fairway Drive. 
 
Warren Road: Fairway Drive to Crest Lane 
 
• Pavement continues 18 ft wide, with 18 in cobbled shoulders on each side.  Side path 4 ft wide 

continues adjacent to shoulder on east side of road. 
 
• Provide speed table, if necessary, to be located just south of Fairway Drive. 
 
• Establish mid-block pedestrian crosswalk across Warren Road at top of Town’s existing Forest 

Home Walkway.  Crosswalk connects Town walkway to new side path along east side of road.   
 
• On west side of road, replace intermittent ditch with intermittent grassed swale.  On east side of road, 

existing ditch is retained.   
 
• If Warren Road is rebuilt, consider re-establishing road’s original undulating vertical alignment, to 

more closely match that of adjacent golf course.   
 
• Retain existing granite curbing along western side of road south of golf course. 
 
Warren Road / Crest Lane Intersection 
 
• Retain existing “T” configuration of intersection.  Install granite curbing with 25 ft curb radius at 

northeast corner of intersection.  On southeast corner, reposition existing granite curbing to form a  
25 ft curb radius, to define a 21 ft curb-to-curb width on Warren Road, and to better align with 
existing pavement on Crest Lane.  Retain existing curbing on western side of intersection.  Cobbled 
shoulders, 18 in wide, are used throughout. 

 
• Resize and reposition existing catch basin inlet grates to be within cobbled shoulder bands. 
 
• Establish pedestrian crosswalk across Crest Lane. 
 
Warren Road: Crest Lane to Halcyon Hill Road 
 
• Reposition existing granite curbing to create a consistent 21 ft curb-to-curb width and a smooth 

roadway alignment.   
 
• Side path 4 ft wide continues adjacent to curb on east side of road.  Cobbled shoulders 18 in wide 

continue on each side, with a pavement width of 18 ft. 
 
• Resize and reposition existing catch basin inlet grates to be within cobbled shoulder bands. 
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• Reset existing manhole to be flush with side path. 
 
• Resolve existing problem of water being discharged onto path and road, by connecting offending tile 

drain lines into existing storm-water sewer system. 
 
Warren Road / Halcyon Hill Road Intersection 
 
• Retain existing “y” configuration of intersection.  Reposition existing granite curbing to establish   

21 ft curb-to-curb width on Warren Road, while retaining 25 ft curb radius at northeast corner and  
10 ft curb radius on southeast corner of intersection.  Retain existing curbing on western side of 
intersection.  Cobbled shoulders, 18 in wide, are used throughout. 

 
• Establish pedestrian crosswalk across Halcyon Hill Road. 
 
• Establish cross-slope on Halcyon Hill Road so that surface water drains to southwest side of road.  

Extend granite curb and cobbled shoulder up southwest side of Halcyon Hill Road approximately 
110 ft, to carry runoff water down to intersection.  On southeast side of intersection, installation of 
new catch basin may be appropriate, located above curb cut for crosswalk across Halcyon Hill Road.  
Inlet grate would be positioned within cobbled shoulder band, and can be tied in to existing 
subsurface storm water drainage system for Warren Road. 

 
• Relocate group mailboxes for Halcyon Hill Road across street to northeast corner of Warren Road / 

Halcyon Hill Road intersection. 
 
Warren Road: Halcyon Hill Road to Forest Home Drive 
 
• Reposition existing granite curbing to create a consistent 21 ft curb-to-curb width and a smooth 

roadway alignment.   
 
• Side path 4 ft wide continues adjacent to curb on east side of road.  Cobbled shoulders 18 in wide 

continue on each side, with a pavement width of 18 ft. 
 
• Resize and reposition existing catch basin inlet grates to be within cobbled shoulder bands. 
 
• Reset existing manholes to be flush with side path. 
 
• Construct stone retaining wall approximately 125 ft long and 4 ft high on eastern side of side path.  

Wall begins below utility pole across from barn, and extends down to curve at base of hill, and keeps 
steep bank from slumping onto side path. 

 
• Create super-elevation through curve at base of hill.   
 
• At curve at base of hill, relocate guiderail on eastern side of road to extend further up hill, and to 

more closely follow curvature of road.  Side path is routed behind guiderail. 
 
• On western side of road, shorten and adjust position of guiderails to allow better access to driveways.  

At approach to stop sign, shorten guiderail 8 - 10 ft. 
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Warren Road / Forest Home Drive Intersection 
 
• For description of intersection treatment, see “Forest Home Drive / Warren Road Intersection” 

above. 
 
Caldwell Road: Plantations Road to Forest Home Drive 
 
• Create 4 - 5 ft wide pedestrian path extending from Caldwell Road / Plantations Road intersection to 

Caldwell Road / Forest Home Drive intersection.  Path is located on Plantations land, with 
permission, and is separated from northeast side of road by green buffer.  Meandering alignment 
avoids existing plantings.   

 
• Establish mid-block pedestrian crosswalk across Caldwell Road northwest of Caldwell Road / 

Plantations Road intersection.  Crosswalk connects new path (above) to shoulder on southwest side 
of road, thereby allowing pedestrians walking toward Forest Home to access the new path.  Location 
of crosswalk aligns with anticipated future Plantations trail to southwest.  Alternatively, pedestrians 
walking toward Forest Home can continue to use existing gravel shoulder on southwest side of road, 
crossing Caldwell Road at new crosswalk at Caldwell Road / Forest Home Drive intersection.   

 
• Construct gateway entrance feature, to be centered 114 ft northwest of existing “Forest Home” sign.  

Entrance feature consists of a speed table flanked by lamp posts on stone pillars.  Granite curbing  
(21 ft curb-to-curb) is used in vicinity of entrance feature to protect the stone pillars.  Water drainage 
from uphill end of speed table can be handled by scuppers through curb.  The insertion of 18 in wide 
cobbled shoulders on each side of road reduces pavement width to 18 ft within bounds of Forest 
Home community. 

 
Caldwell Road / Forest Home Drive Intersection 
 
• For description of intersection treatment, see “Forest Home Drive / Caldwell Road Intersection” 

above.   
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APPENDIX IX 
 

Cost Estimates for Key Plan Components 
 
 
 
This Appendix presents rough cost estimates for the construction of key traffic calming elements called 
for in this Plan: 
 
  
• Entrance feature (includes speed table, low stone pillars, gothic lamp posts, electric service to lamps; 

does not include accompanying curbs, cobbled shoulders or side path):  $23,400 
 
• Mid-block speed table:  $12,800 
 
• Granite block shoulder (gutter):  $18 per square foot 
 
• Granite curb:  $24 per linear foot 
 
• Exposed-aggregate stamped concrete shoulder (gutter):  $10 per square foot 
 
• Exposed aggregate concrete curb:  $14 per linear foot 
 
• 4 ft wide stone dust surfaced side path:  $11 per linear foot 
 
• Pedestrian-scale lighting:  $1,800 - $2,500 per lamp, installed, depending on ornamentation 
  
 
 
Note: Costs for entrance feature, mid-block speed table and lighting include 20% contingency and 

17.5% engineering/inspection.  Similar percentages should be added to computed quantities of 
the other items (curb, shoulder, side path). 
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APPENDIX XI 
 

Compatibility with Relevant Local Plans and Policies 
 
 
 
 
This Plan seeks to increase the livability of the historic Forest Home neighborhood through an 
integrated program of traffic calming and improved streetscape design.  This theme, of limiting traffic 
impacts and improving the streetscape environment, has been a salient feature of several recent local 
plans and policies in the Ithaca area.  Taken together, these various plans are all in broad accord, and 
point toward a significantly improved neighborhood experience for local residents.  This Forest Home 
Traffic Calming Plan dovetails nicely with these other efforts.   
 
This Appendix contains relevant excerpts from recent plans and policies which lend their support to a 
traffic calming and streetscape improvement initiative in Forest Home.  These plans and policies 
include the Town of Ithaca Sidewalk Policy, the draft Town of Ithaca Transportation Plan, the 
Northeast Subarea Transportation Study (NESTS) Transportation Plan, the Ithaca-Tompkins County 
Transportation Council’s 2025 Long Range Transportation Plan, and the Tompkins County 
Comprehensive Plan.   
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Excerpts from 
TOWN OF ITHACA SIDEWALK POLICY 

Town of Ithaca Town Board 
September 23, 2003 

 
 
PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED AREAS 
 
At Town Expense 
 
On recommendation of the Planning Board and approval of the Town Board if at least three of the 
following conditions apply: 
 
• Within convenient walking distance to school, church or other place of regular public use, 
• Links existing or probable future sidewalks, 
• Existing or planned road shoulders inadequate for bicycles and pedestrians, 
• Proximate access to public transportation, 
• Right of way is sufficient for existing/planned roadway plus sidewalk, or an easement can be 
 reasonably obtained from adjacent landowner(s), 
• Planned sidewalk does not dead end without reasonable expectation of extension/connection in 
 foreseeable future, 
• Peak hour traffic volume is at least moderate, defined as 350 - 500 vehicles per hour, and 
• Shown as part of a town wide pedestrian circulation system in Town of Ithaca Transportation Plan. 
 
Maintenance will be the responsibility of the homeowners fronting on the sidewalks, unless other 
arrangements are made. 
 
Examples of Town and County roads with that volume of peak hour traffic include Five Mile Drive, 
Ellis Hollow Rd., Coddington Rd. (west of Juniper), Judd Falls Rd., Pine Tree Rd., and Forest Home 
Drive. 
 
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Unless other arrangements are approved by the Planning Department, standard sidewalk construction 
shall consist of concrete four (4) feet wide.  Where conditions apply, and if supported by owners of at 
least half the assessed value of real property in the benefit district, a walkway may be substituted for a 
sidewalk.  Compared with a sidewalk, a walkway will typically be set further from the road edge and 
will be more curvy, often being constructed of asphalt. 
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Excerpts from 
TOWN OF ITHACA TRANSPORTATION PLAN (draft) 

Town of Ithaca Town Board 
June 25, 2007 

 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
Livability 
 
Goal 
 
Develop and maintain a transportation system that promotes safe, healthy, and attractive 
neighborhoods. 
 
Objectives 
 
• Employ road design guidelines that encourage compliance with posted speed limits and protect 
 neighborhoods from undue traffic burdens, such as noise and air pollution. 
• When modifying or rebuilding roads in residential areas, work to beautify streetscapes, restore 
 roadways to a human scale, and improve the character and livability of the neighborhoods through 
 which they pass. 
 
Safety 
 
Goal 
 
Strive to provide a safe transportation system, and prioritize safety and security in the implementation 
of every goal for both motorized and non-motorized modes of transportation. 
 
Objectives 
 
• Work to lower 85th percentile speeds on certain roads through design changes, and continue to 
 request NYSDOT to lower speed limits on certain roads. 
 
Environment 
 
Goal 
 
Protect the environment, including the significant natural, agricultural, scenic, and historic resources of 
the Town of Ithaca. 
 
INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 
 
Roadway Function and Right-of-Way Design 
 
Identification of Needs 
 
While it may be difficult to change the designated functional classification of a road, it is far more 
difficult and costly (in monetary, social, and environmental costs) to alter adjacent residential land uses 
to suit the needs of through-traffic.  Therefore, roadway modifications need to reflect the permanent 
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needs of residential areas, instead of the excessive over-design standards associated with potentially 
inappropriate functional classifications.  Instead of improving network capacity by adding lanes, 
widening existing lanes, or increasing the design speed, the Town needs to advocate for roadway 
designs that are compatible with adjacent land uses and that elicit safe driver behavior, while 
recognizing current traffic loads.   
 
The Town needs to protect and promote safety and livability in residential areas, with residential 
streets designed to naturally elicit responsible driver behavior, rather than facilitate high vehicle flow 
rates.  Narrower roads with lower design speeds or the addition of appropriate traffic calming measures 
may lead to the slower, more careful driving that is appropriate for residential neighborhoods.  
Therefore, whenever a section of road in the Town is rebuilt, rather than being restricted by the 
functional classification system’s somewhat abstract labels alone, the Town needs to work to address 
any known safety problems and to ensure the new roadway design is suitable for and compatible 
with the adjoining land uses.  In many cases, this involves coordination with the County and State for 
roads not under the Town’s jurisdiction. 
 
Traffic Data: Volumes, Speeds, & Crashes 
 
Speed Data 
 
Identification of Needs 
 
The Analysis above concluded that speeding is a problem on many roads in the Town.  Thus, this Plan 
identifies a need for speed mitigation, focusing on (but not limited to) residential, medium-density 
areas, school zones, roads with lower speed limits, and areas of high pedestrian or bicycle traffic.  
Guidelines could set forth criteria by which the extent and severity of speeding would be assessed and 
would offer mitigation measures based on the characteristics of the road and the adjacent land uses. 
 
As noted above, speed mitigation efforts need to focus on areas where the severity of speeding is 
worst.  The Analysis above identified the Northeast, the southern part of Pine Tree Road, the Forest 
Home neighborhood, and Coddington Road near Ithaca College as areas where speeding is severe.  
These locations may form the first “round” of speed mitigation projects.  A more complete listing of 
locations with speeding problems is included in the Alternatives section. 
 
In order to target unintentional speeders, the Town needs to adopt a set of design guidelines that tie the 
design of the road to the desired motor vehicle speed.  Furthermore, the Town needs to explore 
alternate design strategies that have worked well for other municipalities, such as traffic calming 
measures, to target speeding in certain areas to protect the livability of neighborhoods.  Traffic 
calming techniques cue motorists that they are in an area where speeding is inappropriate.  As noted at 
the end of the Analysis, traffic calming saves time for law enforcement, preserves the quality of life for 
residents, and encourages motorists to follow the law.  Traffic calming is a valuable design tool when 
applied correctly in appropriate situations. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.  Roadway and Road Network Issues 
 
 B. Engineering and Design:  Livability should be the goal of all transportation design in the Town of 

Ithaca.  To this end, the design of a right-of-way should reflect the intended use of the roadway 
and the character of the adjacent lands.  Roads should be designed to elicit desirable driver 
behavior (such as attentiveness, compliance with speed limits, etc).  (Goals I, II, III, VI, VII; 
ongoing) 

  4. Speeding & Cut-Through Traffic: 
   1. The Town should implement design responses to excessive speeds and cut-through traffic 

in neighborhoods, such as traffic calming (see below).  (Goals II, III, IV, V, VII; as 
feasible; high-priority) 

   2. The Town should continue to petition the County and State for speed limit reductions on 
appropriate roads in the Town.  One potential location for speed limit reduction is Pine Tree 
Road.  (Goals II, III, V, VII; ongoing) 

 
 C. Maintenance: 
  4. Environmental Sensitivity: 
   1. The Public Works Department should limit trimming of roadside vegetation to that which 

fulfills safety & drainage objectives.  The Town should consider roadside vegetation an 
asset, not a liability.  (Goals II, IV, VII; ongoing) 

   2. The Town should carefully assess any transportation project in an agricultural, scenic, or 
historic area to ensure that potential impact to these resources does not exceed the expected 
benefits from the proposed project.  (Goals II, IV, VII; ongoing) 

   4. The Town should encourage other jurisdictions with roads in the Town of Ithaca to adhere 
to similar standards of environmental consideration.  (Goals II, IV, V, VII; ongoing) 

 
 D. Traffic Calming:  As explained throughout the Traffic Calming Chapter of Volume III: The 

Design Guidelines, the Town should explore traffic calming measures as one strategy to protect 
residential areas from excessive negative effects of motor vehicle traffic.  Unlike enforcement 
strategies (see below), the goal of traffic calming is to cause motorists to unconsciously slow 
down in response to their surroundings.  Since traffic calming measures are more permanent than 
temporary enforcement measures, traffic calming should be used as a long-term strategy to 
reduce speeds and improve livability in neighborhoods.  Traffic calming and other livability-
oriented design features, such as street trees, sidewalks, or pedestrian-scale lighting, should be 
considered as part of roadway construction or reconstructions.  (Goals II, III, VI, VII; as feasible; 
high priority) 

 
 F. Potential New Roadway Corridors:  This Plan and other plans preceding it have identified several 

possible roadway corridors that would provide access to developing areas or potentially could 
help to reduce traffic volumes in existing neighborhoods.  These corridors include a connector 
road on West Hill (shown in cross-hatching on the Official Highway Map in Volume II  

  Appendix I), a connector road from Pleasant Grove Road to Triphammer Road (identified in the 
North Campus Gateway Study), and a possible northeast connector road outside of the Town of 
Ithaca (discussed in the NESTS Study; see the “Official Highway Map and Road Network 
Design” section in the Inventory and Analysis Chapter for more information).  Furthermore, the 
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Town should continue to explore means of reducing traffic in residential areas by creating 
alternate (non-residential) traffic routes as opportunities arise.  (Goals I, II, III, V, VI; ongoing) 

 
3. Bicycle & Pedestrian Issues 
 
 B. Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities: 
  2. Costs:  The Town should assume the cost of construction and maintenance of bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities that serve a broader population beyond the adjacent neighborhoods.  
Where the benefit is primarily for residents in the immediate vicinity (for example, on a long 
cul-de-sac), property owners should be responsible for the maintenance and repair of 
sidewalks and walkways.  (Goals I, II, IV, V; ongoing) 

  4. Forest Home Pedestrian Issues:  The Town should implement appropriate pedestrian 
improvements in the Forest Home neighborhood, as determined by the Public Works 
Committee and Town Board.  (Goals I, II, III, IV, V; intermediate-term; medium priority) 

 
 C. Bicycle & Pedestrian Design: 
  1. The Town should use the guidelines in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure Design: Best 

Practices Toolbox in Volume III: The Design Guidelines as a starting point when designing 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  As the guidelines do not prescribe mandatory specifications, 
the Town should apply the principles of context sensitive design to tailor the design of 
facilities to the unique situation of every corridor.  (Goals I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII; as feasible; 
high priority) 

  2. All bicycle and pedestrian facilities should be ADA compliant, unless there are factors that 
cannot be mitigated with reasonable cost and effort.  (Goals I, III, IV; ongoing) 

 
6. Capital Budget Projects 
 
 D. Specific Projects:  The following is a list of projects that could become part of the Capital Budget 

in the future: 
  1. Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements:  For a listing of bicycle and pedestrian improvement 

projects with descriptions, please see Appendix VI and the prioritized Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Corridor Needs Maps (Maps 11 and 12).  The list below includes all of the corridors identified 
as high priorities.  (Goals I, II, III, IV, V; as feasible; high priority) 

   6. Forest Home neighborhood 
  2. Forest Home Traffic Calming Plan:  Implement elements of the Forest Home Traffic Calming 

Plan (FHTCP), when and where appropriate, upon the completion of the FHTCP and 
submission to the Town Board.  (Goals I, II, III, IV, V; intermediate-term; medium priority) 
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Excerpts from 
TOWN OF ITHACA TRANSPORTATION PLAN (draft) 

Appendix VI: Identifying & Prioritizing Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements 
Town of Ithaca Town Board 

June 25, 2007 
 
 
PEDESTRIAN CORRIDORS: SELECTION AND PRIORITIZATION 
 
The Interim Town of Ithaca Sidewalk Policy of 2003 distinguishes between existing development and 
newly developed areas when outlining criteria that indicate the need for a sidewalk or walkway.  A 
sidewalk is owned and maintained by property owners or neighborhood association, while a walkway 
is owned and maintained by the Town.  The considerations that determine whether new development 
warrants sidewalks or walkways are as follows: children walk to school; current or likely future 
presence of numerous children in an environment where, in the absence of a sidewalk or walkway, 
many children can be expected to be present on the road shoulder; bus stop within convenient walking 
distance; connected to other sidewalks or walkways; provide access to trail system or public park; and 
safety for pedestrians. 
 
The Planning Board can recommend that a walkway be constructed at Town expense on an existing 
road corridor if at least three of the following criteria are met: an existing road must: be within 
convenient walking distance to school, church or other place of regular public use; link existing or 
probable future sidewalks or walkways; have existing or planned road shoulders which are inadequate 
for bicycles and pedestrians; have proximate access to public transportation; have sufficient right of 
way for existing/planned roadway and sidewalk or walkway, or an easement can be reasonably 
obtained from adjacent landowner(s).  In addition the planned sidewalk or walkway will not dead end 
without reasonable expectation of extension/connection in foreseeable future; the peak hour traffic 
volume on the existing roadway is at least moderate, defined as 350 - 500 vehicles per hour; and that 
the area is shown as part of a town wide pedestrian circulation system in Town of Ithaca 
Transportation Plan. 
 
The Town of Ithaca Transportation Committee identified additional criteria that indicate whether a 
location may need a sidewalk or walkway.  They are: 
 
• Higher density/ intensity of land use (medium and high density residential, neighborhood/ office 

park commercial, etc) 
• Located along the route of a bus 
• Within ½ mile of an elementary school, assisted living facility, or employment/ activity center for 

the disabled  
• Within ½ mile of other pedestrian generators (like middle schools, high schools or universities, 

commercial centers, employment centers, major transit stops, parks or other recreational facilities 
(like playgrounds), places of worship, post offices, municipal buildings or community centers, 
restaurants, or other locations that would generate pedestrian traffic) 

• High 85th percentile speed; speed limit greater than 25 mph 
• Roadway of high volume and classification (arterials or collectors; > 4,000 vpd) 
• Outside funding is available; hence, cost to Town is low OR roadway is currently being or soon to 

be reconstructed (include sidewalks or walkways as part of project) 
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• Links into existing or planned pedestrian network (as shown in the Park, Recreation, and Open 
Space Plan) 

• Current infrastructure is insufficient: a paved shoulder less than four feet wide, or a deteriorated 
pavement or gravel shoulder less than five feet wide 

 
Considerations that counter-indicate sidewalk or walkway provision include: 
 
• With reasonable effort, the design, construction, and maintenance of the sidewalk or walkway 

cannot mitigate detrimental effects on environmental resources, including natural, historic, and 
scenic resources 

 
High Priority, Essential Corridors: Ten Year Horizon 
 
Forest Home Neighborhood, as Shown in the Forest Home Traffic Calming Plan   
 
The historic Forest Home neighborhood is comprised of medium-density residential development.  A 
chapel, which also serves as the neighborhood’s community center, is located in the neighborhood.  
The residential development, chapel, community center, bus stops, and proximity to Cornell generate 
significant pedestrian traffic.  Pedestrian facilities in this historical, medium-density residential 
neighborhood range from four foot wide walkways to narrow, unpaved beaten paths.  In some 
locations, there are no facilities at all.  The Town of Ithaca’s Forest Home Walkway connects Warren 
Road to Forest Home Drive.  Peak hour vehicular volumes range from ~500 vph on Judd Falls Road to 
~600 vph on Forest Home Drive.  Forest Home is surrounded by university-related development, 
including the Cornell campus to the south, Plantations to the east, and the North Campus residential 
development and the Cornell golf course to the north.  Sidewalks through this neighborhood will link 
to sidewalks in the City, Cornell’s campus and the trails through the Cornell Plantations, as well as to a 
planned trail leading to the Northeast (shown in the Town’s Park, Recreation, and Open Space Plan). 
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Excerpt from 
TOWN OF ITHACA TRANSPORTATION PLAN (draft) 

Volume III: The Design Guidelines 
Town of Ithaca Town Board 

June 25, 2007 
 
 
STREETSCAPE DESIGN 
 
The Roadway and Shoulder 
 
Roadway Width 
 
In general, the total curb-to-curb width of the roadway should be minimized, while taking into account 
safety and livability needs.  A narrower street width reduces vehicle travel speeds, the amount of 
impervious road surface area, and the distance that pedestrians must cross.  Lanes should be no wider 
than required to serve their role in the streetscape.  Travel lanes on low-volume residential streets, such 
as those internal to a subdivision, can be 8 - 10 feet wide, depending on circumstances (such as 
shoulder and drainage conditions).  Travel lanes on other roads can be 9 - 12 feet wide, again 
depending on circumstances.  Roadway design should not impede emergency access. 
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Excerpts from 
NORTHEAST SUBAREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (NESTS) TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council, Tompkins County, Village of Cayuga Heights, 
Village and Town of Lansing, Cornell University, Towns of Ithaca and Dryden, New York State 

Department of Transportation 
July, 1999 

 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

Goal 1 
 

A transportation system that enhances and preserves the quality of life in neighborhoods, residential 
and other community areas, including recreational, educational and commercial areas. 
 

Objective 1: Increase safety on neighborhood streets. 
 

Objective 2: Decrease the volume of vehicular traffic on neighborhood streets. 
 

Objective 3: Reduce excessive vehicle speeds. 
 

Objective 4: Decrease levels of vehicle-induced air and noise pollution. 
 

Objective 5: Design attractive streetscapes. 
 

Objective 6: Increase pedestrian and bicycle links between community nodes. 
 

Feasibility Factors 
 

C. Consider the impacts on various stakeholders.  Strive for a win-win situation, where no single 
group benefits at the expense of another. 

 

LIVABILITY PRINCIPLES 
 

Roadway Design Standards 
 
Roadway design standards should reflect the character of the adjoining land uses, which the road 
serves, rather than be determined by roadway ownership (i.e. whether it is a village, town, county or 
state road).  These design standards should change where appropriate (e.g. where the land use 
changes), instead of at some (arbitrary) municipal boundary.  Roads within residential neighborhoods 
should be narrow, calm, safe and attractive (and should have the look and feel of being residential).  
Pavement width should be kept to a minimum (perhaps 18 feet, certainly no wider than now), and a 
speed limit of 25 mph is often appropriate.  In non-residential areas, the road can be wider if the 
desired vehicle speed is higher and the traffic is heavier.  Many roads within the NESTS study area 
have some residential sections (which should be treated as such) and some non-residential sections 
(which may be treated differently).  For example, Warren Road has several alternating residential and 
non-residential sections, but only the residential sections need to be narrow and low-speed.  Note that 
design standard categories reflect the land use through which the road passes, not the functional 
classification labels used by AASHTO and NYSDOT.  Also, uniformity in design standards is 
intended as a means to an end, not as an end in itself.  Local variations in design standard are 
acceptable, and in some cases may even be necessary, in order to achieve the desired results at each 
specific location (see Traffic Calming).  The Environmental Capacity and Mobility sections provide 
more detailed recommendations on how to modify roads in developed areas so that they can meet their 
performance criteria. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Recommendation 1 – Adopt Livability Principles 
 
All actions should further the goal of creating and sustaining livable communities.  The Working 
Group recommends incorporating the Livability Principles detailed elsewhere in this document and 
summarized below into all transportation and land use planning activities at the municipal, county, and 
regional level.  The principles can be summarized as follows:  
 
• Address environmental capacity concerns, reducing traffic impacts to an acceptable level, and 

making roads and their vehicles less of an intrusion on the land uses through which they pass. 
 

• Decrease roadway width and traffic volume to acceptable levels in residential areas. 
 

• Implement traffic-calming measures to control vehicle movements and speeds on neighborhood 
streets with the support of local residents. 

 

• Ensure continued mobility through the expanded use of alternative modes and the construction of 
low impact roadways, where appropriate. 

 

• Design roadways to be scenic, to reflect the character of the land uses through which they pass, and 
to protect and enhance neighborhood livability. 

 

• Maintain and enhance the livability of all residential areas, even if this means that commuting time 
for some of the further out suburban developments may be a few minutes longer. 

 

• Regard pedestrian and bicycle traffic as a significant and meaningful component of municipal 
transportation, and include provisions in all transportation and development projects. 

 
Recommendation 4 – Improve the Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Network 
 
The Working Group recommends a continuous network of facilities to support year-round pedestrian 
and bicycle travel. Where appropriate, the Plan recommends:  
 
• Shared Facilities:  In residential neighborhoods, reduce vehicle speed and volume sufficiently that 

bicyclists and pedestrians can safely share the road with motor vehicles. 
 

• Parallel Facilities:  On higher speed roads with the potential for significant pedestrian or bicycle 
traffic, provide separate facilities (sidewalks, bike lanes, shoulders). 

 

• Independent Facilities:  Provide multi-use pathways independent of the roadway network that would 
allow pedestrian and bicycle mobility away from motor vehicle traffic. 

 

• Municipal Maintenance of Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities:  Establish a coordinated system of 
year-round municipal maintenance of pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including road shoulders, 
sidewalks and multi-use trails. 

 

• Connectivity:  Expand pedestrian facilities by adding sidewalks at key locations.  Provide bike and 
walking connections between existing developments, including adjoining cul-de-sacs. 

 
Recommendation 7 - Implement Selected Actions 
 
• Institute well-designed traffic-calming plans in high traffic residential areas in the study area where 

there is neighborhood support for doing so. 
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Excerpts from 
2025 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council 
December 14, 2004 

 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  
 
Community Issues And Transportation  
 
Goal I: Develop a transportation system that enhances the quality of life for Tompkins County 
residents and visitors.  
 Objective E: Preserve and enhance existing communities and neighborhoods.  
 Objective F: Promote transportation plans and programs that are consistent with and protective of 

expressed community values, cultural heritage and local aesthetics.  
 Objective G: Apply Context Sensitive Solutions in the design of transportation projects.  
 
Environmental Issues  
 
Goal III: Limit the negative impacts or disruptions to the natural, scenic, or cultural environment.  
 Objective B: Preserve natural, scenic and cultural areas within the Ithaca-Tompkins County 

metropolitan area.  
 
Infrastructure Issues  
 
Goal I: Improve the planning and design of local infrastructure.  
 Objective C: Encourage development of local design standards to best meet local needs and 

concerns.  
 Objective E: Consider use of alternative pavements in design standards.  
 Objective G: Promote infrastructure designs that are sensitive to local environmental issues and 

preserve or enhance scenic beauty.  
 
Pedestrian Issues  
 
Goal I: Create a safe and efficient network for pedestrian travel.  
 Objective C: Utilize sidewalks, multiuse trails and paths, pedestrian bridges, roadway shoulder 

improvements, and other pedestrian facilities to provide needed pedestrian network 
links.  

 
Goal II: Urge pedestrian oriented land use development.  
 Objective D: Encourage municipalities to include sidewalks and lighting in local plans, site plan 

reviews and development projects.  
 
Goal III: Promote walking as a viable mode of transportation.  
 Objective B: Develop amenities/aesthetics for pedestrian environment.  
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TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 
 
Infrastructure 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs 
 
Pedestrians:   
 
Unfortunately, it is evident that the “state-of-the-art” in planning is only starting to address pedestrian 
issues.  At the local level we are still learning how to develop “pedestrian-friendly” land uses, and 
searching for incentives that are truly effective in getting persons to switch to walking.  While the 
profession(s) continue to explore these and other issues, such as finding ways to calculate the 
benefits/costs of increased use of the pedestrian mode, it is imperative that the ITCTC and its local 
members begin to implement the cost-effective improvements necessary to fill in the “gaps” in the 
pedestrian network and to ensure the safety of all pedestrians.  The ITCTC will work cooperatively 
with its local partners to promote the actions and programs that will lead to the development of 
walkable communities in Tompkins County.  
 
Traffic Safety Issues  
 
A recurring theme in the public meetings was that the sheer volume of traffic in residential areas was 
“unacceptable.”  More than a continuing annoyance, this is a legitimate health and safety concern.  The 
use of a variety of traffic calming techniques to “tame” the traffic moving through residential and other 
built-up areas has received much attention nationwide and locally.  The transportation planning 
profession including NYSDOT, and organizations such as the Transportation Research Board, the 
Institute of Transportation Engineers and the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials have all developed guidelines and positions that allow for the implementation 
of traffic calming techniques.  The ITCTC will continue to support the appropriate application of 
traffic calming in to encourage the development of a transportation system that minimizes the negative 
impacts of motor vehicles without affecting overall mobility.  
 
Environmental 
 
Land Use Planning  
 
Neighborhood preservation has repeatedly been one of the premier issues when addressing 
transportation planning.  In both the NESTS and Freight Transportation Studies protection of 
residential areas became a key issue during project development  In Tompkins County many 
neighborhoods are crossed by roads that have grown in their traffic volumes as land was developed 
further out from the Ithaca urban core. Commuter and other trips use these roads to move across the 
area, impacting the neighborhoods.  
 
There seems to be general agreement that traffic and traffic speed should be reduced in residential 
neighborhoods.  This may be accomplished by implementing appropriate traffic-calming techniques 
and/or increasing law enforcement efforts.  On rare occasions there is an opportunity to re-route traffic 
around neighborhoods, by providing appropriate capacity at the arterial level (to make “cut-through” 
trips less attractive). In all cases traffic must be managed based on the particular conditions of each 
neighborhood and considering the need and desires of the residents.  There is no single strategy or 
recommendation that will serve all locations.  
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Excerpts from 
TOMPKINS COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Planning for Our Future 
Prepared by the Tompkins County Planning Department 

Adopted by the Tompkins County Legislature 
December 21, 2004 

 
 
STRONG COMMUNITIES 
 
Principle 
 
Tompkins County residents should be safe, healthy, and comfortable with the aesthetics of their 
communities, and have daily opportunities to interact with neighbors and community members to build 
strong, cohesive communities. 
 
Policies 
 
It is the policy of Tompkins County to: 
 

• Facilitate the creation and maintenance of a safe, appealing, and efficient multi-purpose network for 
walking and enhance the pedestrian environment through appropriate design. 

 

• Enhance the quality of communities by improving the character of the built environment, including 
visually appealing architectural elements and streetscapes that encourage pedestrian travel, facilitate 
community interaction, and promote public safety. 

 

• Preserve and enhance the distinct identities and historic character of existing neighborhoods and 
structures, and encourage the development of new neighborhoods that possess their own special 
sense of place, through attractive design of public places; proximity to schools, parks and other 
services; and community festivals and events. 

 


